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SUBJECT: GOT STATEMENT ON UNGA CYPRUS DEBATE 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: MFA SPOKESMAN SEMIH AKBIL RELEASED A 
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS OCTOBER 1 ANNOUNCING THAT GOT HAD RETRACTED 
ITS OPPOSITION TO THE INCLUSION OF CYPRUS ON UNGA AGENDA SINCE 

TURK CYPRIOTS HAD BEEN GIVEN EQUAL RIGHT TO SPEAK DURING THE 
DEBATES. END SUMMARY. 

2. TEXT OF EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF AKBIL STATEMENT FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

AS IS KNOWN, DURING THE DISCUSSIONS ON PLACING THE CYPRUS 
ISSUE ON THE AGENDA, TURKEY CLEARLY INDICATED THAT THE INCLUSION 
OF THE CYPRUS ISSUE COULD NOT BE SEPARATED FROM THE ISSUE OF THE 
RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHT OF THE TURKISH CYPRIOT COMMUNITY TO 
SPEAK AT THE DEBATES. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT TUKREY WOULD 
OBJECT TO THE INCLUSION OF THE SUBJECT ON THE AGENDA BEFORE THE 
ISSUE OF THE TURKISH CYPRIOT COMMUNIT'S PARTICIPATION IN 
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IN ORDER TO AMKE CLEAR THE IMPORTANCE TURKEY ATTACHES 
TO THE UNCONDITIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE TURKISH COMMUNITY'S 
RIGHT TO SPEAK, AND IN VIEW OF THE INCLUSION OF THE CYPRUS 
ISSUE ON THE AGENDA AND THE POSTPONEMENT OF A RESOLUTION OF THE 
REPRESENTATION ISSUE, TURKEY CAST A NEGATIVE VOTE AT THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

IN THE MEANTIME, THE EFFORTS BY GREEK CRYPRIOTS TO UPSET 
THE BALANCE BETWEEN THE TWO COMMUNITIES AND OBSTRUCT 
RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHT TO SPEAK OF THE TURKISH CYPRIOT COMMUNITY 
WERE THWARTED; THE VIEW TURKEY HAD EXPRESSED FROM THE BEGINNING 
WAS ADOPTED AND THE RIGHT OF THE TURKISH COMMUNITY TO SPEAK DURING 
THE DEBATES ON THE CYPRUS ISSUE IN THE UNITED NATIONS WAS SECURED 
ON AN EQUAL LEVEL WITH THE GREEKS. THIS WAS ANNOUNCED BY 
CHAIRMAN THORN IN THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 
SEPTEMBER 30. IN THIS WAY, OUR SYMBOLIC NEGATIVE VOTE DURING 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BALLOTING HAS ACHIEVED ITS OBJECTIVE AND 
OUR RESERVATION ON THE INCLUSION OF THE SUBJECT ON THE AGENDA WAS 
RETRACTED WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. END TEXT. 
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